SUMMER READING REQUIREMENTSFOR McCOURT MIDDLE

SCHOOL 2009

All students must read at least one of thetwo
selectionsfor their gradelevel with no exceptions.

INCOMING 6" GRADERS MUST CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE OF
THE TWO BOOKSLISTED BELOW:

Al Capone Does My Shirts by Gennifer

Choldenko

When his father gets ajob as an electrician at Alcatraz,
Moose's family moves to the famous prison island.
Against thisvividly evoked setting, M oose butts heads
with the warden's scheming daughter and gets help from
asurprising source for his older sister, who exhibits the
symptoms of autism (the book is set in 1935, before the
disease was identified). The solid novel concludes with a
historical note.

Surviving the Applewhites by Stephanie

S. Tolan

Twelve-year-old E.D. Applewhite isthe sensible,
organized sister in afree-wheeling family of artists and
writers. Juvenile delinquent Jake comes to stay with--and
be homeschooled by--the Applewhites after he's kicked
out of yet another school. In thiswarm and amusing
romp, E.D. and Jake come to recognize their own talents-
-and better understand each other--while working on a
chaotic community theater production of The Sound of
Music.

Please see the next pagesfor 7" & 8" Grade Required Reading Lists:




INCOMING 7"" GRADERS MUST CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE OF
THE TWO BOOKSLISTED BELOW:

The Hero by Ron Woods

Nobody would believe Dennis Leeper isahero. He' sthe
kind of kid you avoid. Hide from when he pedals his
rickety bike down the road. But Jamie can’t say no when
his father asks him to include Dennis in the raft project.
And someone needs to hold the rope when Jamie and his
cousinderry finally get the raft on theriver. Only, they
should have known that Dennis couldn’t be truted to

hold on toit.

Without paddies and out of peopl€’s sight, the three boys
are swept downstream—toward the dams, the steep
waterfalls, and three separate destinies.

Flipped by Wendelin Van Draanen

Ever since second grade, Juli and Bryce have had one
thing in common: Juli's affections for Bryce are as
unyielding as Bryce's efforts to evade them. Thenin
eighth grade, the roles are reversed, as Bryce beginsto
open his eyes to the truth about those around him. Juli
and Bryce'sindividual viewpoints--presented in
alternating, first-person chapters--are adeptly portrayed
in thistale of maturation and first love.




INCOMING 8" GRADERS MUST CHOOSE AT LEAST ONE OF
THE TWO BOOKSLISTED BELOW:

DWARD BLOOR

Tangerine by Edward Bloor

Legaly blind, Paul Fisher haslived most of hislifein the
shadow of hisfootball star brother. But things change
when they move to Tangerine County, where bizarre
natural disasters are everyday occurrences, and Paul wins
an unlikely new crew of friends on the soccer field. In a
climactic ending, Paul finally confronts his parents with
the truth about the brother he fears, and readers will

cheer for this bright, funny, decent kid.

The Skin I'm In by Sharon Flake

Thirteen-year-old Maleeka M adison, insecure about her
very dark skin, rejects the support of a new teacher, Miss
Saunders, whose skin looks blotched because of arare
medical condition--but soon Maleeka begins to see that
Miss Saunders could be arole model, and that she must
learn to love herself and accept love from others.

PLEASE NOTE: If you have completed your “Required Reading” and would
liketo read additional books, please see the McCourt “ Recommended Reading”
List on the following pages:




McCourt Middle School
Recommended Summer Reading List 2009

The following list suggests titles that might be interesting for Middle School Students. The grade levels are
merely guidelines, please feel free to choose the books that interest you the most.

6" Grade Summer Recommended Reading List Guidelines

Breathe: A Ghost Story — McNish, Cliff

When he and his mother move into an old farmhouse in the English
countryside, asthmatic, twelve-year-old Jack discovers that he can
communicate with the ghost inhabiting the house and inadvertently
=2 “bre at he establishes a relationship with atormented, malevolent spirit that

ag ghos st story

P o threatens to destroy both his mother and himself.

Cliff MeNish

Crossing the Wire - Hobbs, Will.

Fifteen-year-old Victor Flores journeys north in a desperate attempt to
cross the Arizona border and find work in the United States to support
hisfamily in central Mexico.

Escape from Saigon: How a Vietham War Orphan Became an
American Boy - Warren, Andrea.

Chronicles the experiences of an orphaned Amerasian boy from his birth
childhood in Saigon through his departure from Vietnam in the 1975 Op
Babylift and his subsequent life as the adopted son of an American famil




Escape!l : The Story of the Great Houdini - Fleischman, Sid.

A biography of the magician, ghost chaser, aviator, and king of escape
artists whose amazing feats are remembered long after his death in
1926.

Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Greg Heffley’s Journal — Kinney, Jeff

Greg record his sixth grade experiences in a middle school where he
and his best friend, Rowley, undersized weaklings amid boys who
need to shave twice daily, hope just to survive, but when Rowley
grows more popular, Greg must take drastic measure to save their
friendship. Sequels: Diary of a Wimpy Kid: Rodrick Rules and Diary
of aWimpy Kid: The Last Straw — All #1 bestsellers.

Searching for David’s Heart — Bennett, Cherie

When Darcy's older brother David iskilled in aterrible accident,
Darcy's parents decide to donate his heart for transplant, and Darcy
becomes obsessed with finding the person who received his heart,
believing that if she can find his heart, she will find her brother.

The Revealers - Wilhelm, Doug.

Tired of being bullied and picked on, three seventh-grade outcasts join
forces and, using scientific methods and the power of the Internet,
begin to create a new atmosphere at Parkland Middle School




7"" Grade Summer Recommended Reading List Guidelines

Black Duck - Lisle, Janet Taylor.

Y ears afterwards, Ruben Hart tells the story of how, in 1929 Newport,
Rhode Island, his family and his best friend's family were caught up in
the violent competition among groups trying to control the local rum-
smuggling trade.

Confessions of a Closet Cathalic - Littman, Sarah

Justine Silver, ateenaged middle child, questions her faith when her
best friend, Mary Catherine McAllister gives up chocolate for Lent,
but when her grandmother suffers a stroke, Jussy has to face her
relationship with religion.

The Green Glass Sea - Klages, Ellen

In 1943, ten-year-old Dewey's dad isworking at Los Alamos, officially
atown that doesn’t exist. Famous scientists and mathematician,
including Dewey’ s father, work around the clock on a secret project
everyone there calls only “the gadget.” The story is warmhearted and
gently and wisely shows the pain of being an outsider and the joys of
making afriend. An historical novel with plenty of World War 11 facts
that will keep you reading and leave you thinking.




L eft for Dead: A Young Man@ Search for Justice for the USS
Indianapolis - Nelson, Peter.

Recalls the sinking of the U.S.S. Indianapolis at the end of World War
I1, the Navy cover-up and unfair court martial of the ship's captain, and
how a young boy helped the survivors set the record straight fifty-five
years | ater.

L ettersfrom Wolfe - Sherlock, Patti.

Certain that he is doing the right thing by donating his dog, Wolfie, to
the Army's scout program in Vietnam, thirteen-year-old Mark begins
to have second thoughts when the Army refuses to say when and if
Wolfiewill ever return.

The Story of My Life: An Afghan Girl on the Other Side of the
Sky - Ahmedi, Farah.

Farah Ahmedi, the victim of aland mine when she was just twelve
years old, tells about her childhood in Afghanistan, a country trapped
in war her entire life, and discusses the challenges she has faced as a
result of losing her leg, and in trying to adapt to living in the United
States.

Stuck in Neutral - Trueman, Terry.

Fourteen-year-old Shawn McDaniel, who suffers from severe cerebral
palsy and cannot function, relates his perceptions of hislife, hisfamily,
and his condition, especially as he believes his father is planning to kill
him.




Fireqirl — Abbott, Tony

A middle school boy’slifeis changed when Jessica, agirl disfigured
by burns, starts attending his Catholic school while receiving treatment
at alocal hospital.

8" Grade Summer Recommended Reading List Guidelines

Code Orange - Cooney, Caroline B.

While conducting research for a school paper on smallpox, Mitty finds
an envel ope containing 100-year-old smallpox scabs and fears that he
has infected himself and all of New Y ork City.

Devilish — Johnson, Maureen

Cynical high school senior Jane initially admires Lanaleg, the ultra-
cool new sophomore at her all-girls, Rhode Island Catholic high
school. But the unsettling makeover of Jane's hapless best friend after
L analee takes her under her wing gives Jane reason to suspect
something is amiss. Has Allison really sold her soul to the devil? This
shrewd, playful Faustian drama delivers genuine chills and suspense.



TheHunger Games— Collins, Suzanne

In anot-too-distant future, the United States of America has collapsed,
weakened by drought, fire, famine, and war, to be replaced by Panem,
acountry divided into the Capitol and 12 districts. Each year, two
young representatives from each district are selected by lottery to
participate in The Hunger Games.

Let MePlay: The Story of TitlelX, TheLaw That Changed the
Future of Girlsin America - Blumenthal, Karen.

Examines Title 1X, the 1972 legidlation which mandated that schools
receiving federal funds could not discriminate on the basis of gender.
And focuses on its effects in schools, politics, sports and the culture as
awhole.

Maximum Ride The Angel Experiment - Patterson, James

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group,
the “birdkids,” who are the result of genetic experimentation, take off
in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand their own
origins and purpose. Sequels: Saving the world and other extreme
sports, School's out-- forever

The Schwa was Her e - Shusterman, Neal

A Brooklyn eighth-grader nicknamed Antsy befriends the Schwa, an
"invisible-ish" boy who istired of blending into his surroundings and
going unnoticed by nearly everyone.




Things Not Seen — Clements, Andrew

When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he
and his parents and his new blind friend Aliciatry to find out what
caused his condition and how to reverse it.




